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Saving Grace 


My mother once told me about 
a Christian, powerful in the faith, 
deeply anointed, who walked 
firmly with God on a daily basis. 
But even a Christian as strong as 
she might stumble, and one day, 
she did: Overwhelmed by her fears 
and cares in the world, 


punishment I should have received. 
That silence tortured me. For years 
it remained in the tower of nightly 
terrors, the wall of sin that God 
continually had to tear down, so 
that every night I would beg 
forgiveness for that slip-up of 
mine. Every night he 


she got in her car, sped 
down the road, and hit 
a tree. She died 
instantly. 

That woman went to 
Hell, my mother told 
me, because she died in 
her sins. Suicide was a 
sin, and because she 
couldn't ask forgiveness 
for it before she died, it 
meant her actions 
would eternally 
separate her from God. 

This story terrified 
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would scour me clean, 
until the next night all 
my stains reappeared as 
if he had done nothing. 
I shudder to imagine 
who I would be now if 
all the failings I've 
since built up continued 
to stand as a witness 
against my salvation. 
Surely I wouldn't be 
writing now, too 
ashamed of my 
mistakes to ever voice 
them, too scared of 


me. Not necessarily 
because I was afraid of 
killing myself— 
suicidal thoughts 
weren't part of my 
repertoire as a kid—but 
because it made me 
realize how precar- 
iously balanced my 
salvation was. I will 
admit that for many 
years, I had a fragile 
grasp of my salvation. 
God may have saved 
me, but my sins 
consistently piled as a tower to 
overwhelm me with condemnation. 
No amount of forgiveness was ever 
enough; though I would pray that 
God might redeem me, and though 
in the moment I might feel 
cleansed by the flow of his blood, 
inevitably the dirty rags of my sin 
would sop up the blood and show 
me soiled still. Forget what sins I 
had yet to commit; the ones already 
on my plate were overwhelming. 

I remember once visiting my 
great grandparents and, while being 
a rambunctious child with my 
brother, knocking over a lamp. No 
damage to the lamp was done, but 
the bulb burnt out. It didn't even 
shatter. It simply stopped working. 
Of course I, the child afraid of a 
reprimand, kept my part in the 
burnt-out lamp a secret. And that 
was my sin: maintaining silence 
rather than accepting whatever 


what I would do 

tomorrow to add to that burden, 
squashing my spirit before each 
day could even begin. 

But thankfully God did not 
leave me in a fragile state. I read a 
book by Dutch Sheets called "Roll 
Away Your Stone," and it changed 
my life. I cannot claim to 
remember any of the book 
verbatim, but I can say that the 
book talked about God's forgive- 
ness. Specifically, it talked about 
how Jesus' sacrifice did not, in fact, 
pay for the sins I had committed. 
Rather, and much more powerfully, 
Jesus' death paid for my sins. 

Full stop. Jesus paid for my sins, 
for our sins. All our sins. 

Hebrews notes that "Christ did 
not enter a sanctuary made with 
human hands that was only a copy 
of the true one; he entered heaven 
itself, now to appear for us in 
God’s presence. Nor did he enter 


heaven to offer himself again and 
again, the way the high priest 
enters the Most Holy Place every 
year with blood that is not his own. 
Otherwise Christ would have had 
to suffer many times since the 
creation of the world. 

But he has appeared once for all 
at the culmination of the ages to do 
away with sin by the sacrifice of 
himself" (Hebrews 9:24-26 NIV). 
This was not a piecemeal sacrifice. 
It's not a flood that my sin could 
block as a wall. The scouring 
power of Jesus's blood is not meant 
to last only a night, but to last for 
eternity. Every sin, from beginning 
to end, has been paid for. We just 
have to accept that gift. 

Reading that changed my life. 
Whereas before my past mistakes 
would rear up on me to tear me 
down, now I had proof that God 
was stronger than my mistakes. 
The tower crumbled and never 
again would I erect it. The lamp 
stopped torturing me, which gave 
me the strength to accept my 
failing and repent of it. 

Similarly, the sins that I would 
commit, that I've yet to fathom, 
have been paid for. Jesus died for 
them all, and though I will stumble 
on occasion, my saviour refuses to 
abandon me. I am secure in his 
sacrifice and in his love even when 
I lose my way. 

It is for that reason that I 
wonder if suicide is really the 
unforgivable sin. Yes, it is tragic. 

It is amoment of weakness. It may 
be permanently moving against 
God's plan for a life. 

But God is stronger than our 
weakness. His omnipotence goes 
beyond our smallness. His grace 
stands to intercede on our behalf. 
And while I think he is grieved by 
suicide—just as he is grieved by 
any sin—I do not think he has 
failed to take it into account. In 
that, I maintain my hope. 

For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only son, so that 
whoever believes in him—though 
they are weak: though they are 
fragile though they might 
crumble though they could do 
naught but accept a gift 
will have eternal life. 


Joseph Strano 


Joseph ‘Papa Joe’ 
Strano, 82, passed away 
peacefully in his home on 
March 6, 2023. 

He is survived by his 
loving wife Maria Strano. 
He was a beloved father to 
daughters: Dianne Yeje, 
Mabel DeLeon, Marie 
Bastida, and Victoria 
(Vicky) Medina, and sons: 
Sean Strano, Juan Strano, 
and Rolando (Rolly) Strano. Papa Joe was a cherished 
grandfather and great-grandfather. He is also survived 
by his siblings; brothers Vito and Freddy Strano and 
sister Nancy Cavallaro. He was predeceased by his 
parents Agatino and Angelina Strano and his brother 
Rosario (Rosie) Strano. 

He was born in Fulton, New York. He came to 
Florida City with his family who farmed in Florida and 
New York. He graduated from South Dade Senior 
High. After which he had multiple business endeavors 
including a gas station, towing company, farms in both 
Homestead and New York, and a Bar-B-Que food 
truck. Despite his tough demeanor, he had a loving and 
compassionate heart. He stayed strong until the end 
and is in God's hands now. 

A Memorial Service will be held on Friday, March 
31, 2023 from 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm, at Memorial Plan 
Branam Funeral Home, 809 N. Krome Ave, 
Homestead, FL 33030. 
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Why is this wine different from all other wines? 


With the Jewish holiday of Passover just around the Ten More Things to Know About Kosher Wine 


comer (Passover begins APRIL 5), many people 
choose to serve wines that are kosher-certified. So, just 
how different is kosher wine from the non-kosher 


stuff? 


“When it comes to taste, there’s no difference 
between kosher and non-kosher wine,” says Jay 


1) Kosher wine is made in precisely the same way 
as ‘regular’ wine. The only difference is that there is 
rabbinical oversight during the process and that the 


wine is handled by Sabbath-observant Jews. 


2) Not all Israeli wines are kosher. Only about 30% 
of Israeli wine brands are certified kosher, but these 


Buchsbaum, Executive VP Marketing and Director of 
Wine Education at Royal Wine Corp. — the top kosher 
wine purveyor in America. “In fact, many kosher 
wines are award winning - beating out their non- 
kosher competitors for top varietal prizes, including 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay and rosés as well. 
There’s a common ‘urban legend’ that wine is rendered 
kosher after being blessed by a Rabbi — that is incor- 
rect. For a wine to be made kosher there are strictly 
supervised purity guidelines that need to be followed 
from the moment the grapes enter the winery to when 
the wine is bottled,” adds Buchsbaum. 

To be considered 
kosher, Sabbath-observant 
Jews must supervise and 
sometimes handle the 
entire winemaking process, 
from the time the grapes 
are crushed until the wine 
is bottled. Any ingredients 
used, including yeasts and 
fining agents*, must be 
kosher. 

Some Kosher wines are 
processed as Mevushal, 
which means ‘cooked’ in 
Hebrew. Some wineries 
produce their Mevushal 
wines by heating the must 
(grape juice) prior to 
fermentation, while others apply that procedure on the 
final product, prior to bottling. 

When kosher wine is produced, marketed and sold 
commercially, it will bear kosher certification granted 
by a specially-trained rabbi who is responsible for 
supervision from start to finish. 

Recent years have seen increased demand for 
kosher wines, prompting a number of vintners in 

countries not previously represented to produce 
sophisticated kosher wines under strict rabbinical 
supervision in countries such as South Africa, Chile 
and Canada, in addition to traditional sources such as 
Israel, France, California Spain and Italy. 
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kosher wineries produce over 90% of the Israel wine 
industry’s output. 
3) In the 1980s, 
there were very few 
kosher wines. 
Buchsbaum says 
that Royal Wine 
only imported three 
kosher wines from 
Bordeaux back 
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4) The number of producers 
of kosher wines has dramatically 
increased in the past 10 to 20 
years. To-date, Royal Wine 
Corp. represents more than 60 
kosher wine producers. This is 
due to an increase in interest 
from consumers who are adding 
to their kosher wine portfolios, 
and in some cases building 
actual kosher wine cellars in 
their homes, a rare sight just two decades ago. 

5) While several well-known wineries in countries 
from all over the world including France, Spain, Italy, 
and Argentina are crafting special runs of kosher wine, 
California is not. Except for Marciano Estate, which 
produces a kosher run of their Terra Gratia, a high-end 
Napa Valley Blend, all kosher California wine is made 
by fully kosher wineries such as Herzog Wine Cellars, 
Covenant and Hagafen. 

6) The reason many Passover dinners feature red 
wine is because there’s a rabbinic opinion that red 
wine is preferable since it’s the same variety that Jews 
used during their Seders after they escaped Egypt. 
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7) Kosher wines can range in price from $5.00 a 
bottle to $500. The average price for a bottle of good 
kosher wine is $25. 

8) The most popular Moscato in the U.S. happens 
to be kosher. Bartenura produces the largest selling 
imported Italian Moscato in the U.S. The Moscato in 
the famous blue bottle sells over 5,000,000 bottles 
annually, only a fraction of which to the kosher 
market. 

9) Currently there is a steady 
increase in total wine consumption and 
a great interest specifically in high-end 
Israeli wines, as well as the better 
French wines. 

10) Drinking wine can be a Mitzvah 
(good deed). Kosher wine is prescribed 
for use in many Jewish rituals: Bris 
Milah (circumcision), the wedding 
chuppa (canopy), and the Kiddush that 
starts all Sabbath and holiday meals. 
While most occasions call for just one 
cup, on the holiday of Purim, wine (in 
abundance) is the beverage of choice for 
the festive meal, recalling wine’s signif- 
~ | icant role in the "banquets" described in 

= the Megillah story. On Passover, Jews 
are required to drink four cups of wine at the Seder. 

Founded in 1848, Royal Wine Corp. has been 
owned and operated in the United States by the Herzog 
family, whose winemaking roots go back eight 
generations to its origin in Czechoslovakia. 

Today, Royal Wine's portfolio of domestic and 
international wines range from traditional wine 
producing regions of France, Italy and Spain, as well 
as Israel, New Zealand and Argentina. 

Jay Buchsbaum has helped guide the Royal Wine 
Co. for more than 30 years. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when you're buying or selling! 


Now’s the Time to Buy or Sell 


FOR THE BEST 
RESULTS 
STAY WITH THE 
BEST! 
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